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Panther Sports
    Illustrated

   We doubled our win record over last week to 8 and 
your commissioners are pleased (although not at all 
surprised) by the high  level of play, sportsmanship and 
good fan behavior that carried into this week.
   LetÕs get right to the good news:   The Cub girls came 
out firing on Saturday and thoroughly dominated St. Pius 
in their 17-2 win.  Outstanding rebounding by Alexia 
Farias and Mary Hoy helped the girls control the boards, 
while Katrina Botto had a good touch on her passes.
   The ferocious Shark 8 boys led by rebounding champ 
Anthony Flores and defensive wizard Kyle Clemente 
dominated St. Pius from the tip-off Sunday and posted a 
30-24 win.  Their Saturday match-up v. IHM did not fall 
our way, but coaches were proud of the SharksÕ strong 
second-half come-back in that game.  The Varsity boys 
held off a very scrappy St. Pius team and improved to 2-
0 after this  51 Ð 29 win. Keenan Stone was solid with 6 
points and 2 rebounds, and Marcus Prioste led the attack 

Nativity Sweatshirts
Become Fashion 
Sensation.

   Panther merchandise 
headquarters has been 
swamped with orders for the 
ultra-cool Nativity Hoops 
sweatshirts.  In recent weeks 
celebrities and fashionistas 
have adopted the navy blue 
warm-ups as this seasonÕs 
ÒinÓ gear.  

with great passes and very timely steals.
    The JV girls won handily vs IHM on Saturday, 
28-12, but on Sunday faced twin towers from the 
St. Pius squad.  Despite terrific effort from the JV 
girls and some great help from 6th grade pull-ups 
Blair Hamilton and Alexis Navat, the JVs were on 
the wrong side of the win column at gameÕs end. 
The Shark 7 girls also split their battles this 
weekend, losing on Saturday to St. Roberts by 14-8, 
but winning on Sunday 15-8 v. St. Pius, thanks to 
Rachel Becker's outside shooting  and Natalia 
Garcia's strong work on the boards.
    The Lion 5 boys won another nail-biter 8-6.  It 
was a fine defensive and strong boards performance 
by Ronald Trabinino and Kenny Avila-Linn.  The
offense was lead by Josh Gabriel, who was taking 
good shots all game, but it was the 10 footer with 30 
seconds left that put the Lions on top for good that 

Lots of wins, lots of fun
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WE ARE HOME AT RED MORTON
THIS WEEK; GAMES ARE 
SATURDAY UNLESS NOTED

Girls
Training  8AM, RM v. OLA
Cubs 10 am, RM#1, v. Notre Dame
Eagles 11 am RM#2 v. Mt. Carmel
Sharks 7 1 pm RM v. St. Roberts
JV 2 pm RM v. Mt. Carmel

Boys
Training 1 - 8 am RM, v. St. VeronicaÕs
Training 2 - 9 am, RM v. Notre Dame
Lions 5 - 9am RM#2, v. St. TimÕs
Cubs - 10 am RM#2, v. Notre Dame
Lions 6 - 11 am RM#1 v. St. Matts
Eagles Noon RM, v. Notre Dame
Sharks 7 - SUNDAY 1 pm, @ Serra v. St. 
Matts
JV  3 pm, RM v. Notre Dame
Sharks 8 FRIDAY 7:30 @ St. VeronicaÕs, 
and SAT 4 PM RM, v. OLA
Varsity 5 pm v. IHM

was the most memorable.
     The Eagle boys powered on to another strong win, 21-11.  Jake Guy and Remy Arnold led a strong defensive 
effort.  The offense used its speed and ran the fast break to perfection.  Jonny Montejano led the back court with 9 
points, and Gabriel Robles and Nathan Thomas owned the boards on both ends. The Eagle girls narrowly lost to a 
tall St. Pius team Saturday, despite a heroic buzzer shot by Alexis Navat that nearly tied the game.  Excellent 
defense by the Panthers kept scoring low (final score: 12-9) and Hana Kazarian pulled down a lot of rebounds. You 
will not find a team that works harder than these Eagles and theyÕre ready to swoop in for a victory.
    The 5th grade Cubs swept to a convincing victory Saturday over St. Pius.  Nicholas Gentry scored several inside 
baskets, and Joel Chacon hit a late bucket to seal the victory, 16-4.  The 5th grade Lions hung in most of the their 
game, but fell to St. Charles on Sunday.  Greg Skelley made several steals, and Patrick Castle sank a key basket as 
the Lions made a late run that fell just short.
   The JV And Shark 7 boys had a bye this week.  The training team report suggests NativityÕs hoops future is 
looking mighty bright, with our girls and boys working hard and learning a lot in their hard-fought but unscored 
games.  The 3rd grade girls played Woodland in the Burgess League and finished on the high side of a  40-9 game!  
Wow!   Loretta Kakala dropped 16 points in the bucket, Ravena Massis had 8.  Kyra Sheeper and Maggie O'Keefe 
drained 6 each, while Rebecca Barner and Alissa hadMcNerney scored 2 points each. Coaches Tim Sheeper and 

Pull-ups and how they work
  When players are absent due to illness or other reasons, 
each PPSL team is allowed to Òpull upÓ a player from a 
lower team, or, in the case of 5th grade, from another 5th 
grade team.  However, a player can only be pulled up once 
per season to a given team.  A 6th grader, for example, can 
be pulled up once to the 7th grade Shark team and also 
once to the JV team. But unless the league makes an 
exception because every other eligible 6th grader has 
already been pulled up, that player cannot be pulled up 
again to the same team, even during play-offs.  Also, a 
team cannot Òstaff upÓ for a given game because you can 
only pull up to make a total of six players.  Normal 
playing time rules apply to pull-ups, so each must play a 
full quarter.  

     POSSESSION ARROW DEMYSTIFIED...
  The rules governing the possession arrow are often 
misunderstood.  After the initial jump ball, the possession 
arrow is turned in the opposite direction and switches after 
every jump ball.  However, the arrow also determines who 
inbounds the ball after the quarter or half.  Contrary to 
popular belief, the inbound does not alternate based on 
who took it out the last quarter. Therefore, the arrow is 
switched immediately after the pass comes in.  At half-
time, because teams switch baskets, the table switches the 
arrow so that the correct team is awarded possession.  Fans 
sometimes see these non jump-ball switches and think the 
table is cheating.  Of course the table can get mixed up or 
forget a turn, but make sure you understand the rule before 
you yell at the table.  

Mike McNerney are very proud, especially 
considering that it was the girlsÕ first basketball 
game ever!   For the boys, third-grader Gabrial 
Trucios wowed the Burgess crowd with his game-
winning shot at the end of the boysÕ game.  ÒThis 
is a great group of kids that will never be out-
hustled on the court!Ó reports Coach Bill.


