January 13, 2012: Fine Arts INDIVIDUAL Clarification on Study Materials
For the Fine Arts Individual- the one website link provided in the study guide is great for students to study about Homer's biography. But there is no information about the individual paintings- it simply shows pictures of them; yet we tell them they need to know about the specific paintings. So that everyone isn't getting their information from different sources, here is a list of websites they should study about the paintings.


The website for the Homer paintings (http://www.winslow-homer.com/the-complete-works.html) shows the paintings, but does not give any information about them. So that everyone is studying from the same sources of information, please use the websites listed below. Not all of the paintings have a corresponding website and those paintings that don't should at least be recognizable to the student by title.


http://www.winslowhomer.org/index.jsp (The Fog Warning, The Gulf Stream, A Summer Night, Breezing Up): click on each painting's link in the "Famous Paintings" box on the left hand side of the site


http://hoocher.com/Winslow_Homer/Winslow_Homer.htm (The Sharpshooter on Picket Duty, Blackboard, The Life Line): This site has a lot of text, so you may need to do an edit/find search on the name of the work


http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/search/ (The Veteran in A New Field, Snap the Whip): type the title of the work into the search box


http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/artist/826 (A Garden in Nassau = page 2, The Herring Net = page 15)


http://mowglisurf.com/?p=222 (The Undertow)


http://www.columbusmuseum.org/collection/detail.php?id=41 (Haymaking)


http://www.pafa.org/Museum/The-Collection-Greenfield-American-Art-Resource/Tour-the-Collection/Category/Collection-Detail/985/mkey--8479/ (North Road, Bermuda)


http://www.philamuseum.org/collections/permanent/101687.html (Winter Coast)


http://www.wmuseumaa.org/collection/collection_view.cfm?ID=6 (Sunset Fires)


http://www.antiquetalk.com/columns/column_143.html (Lost on the Grand Banks)


http://www.nga.gov/collection/gallery/homerwc/homerwc-55580.html (A Good Shot, Adirondacks)


http://www.jstor.org/pss/1594570 (The Trapper, Adirondacks): one page of a book


http://www.jstor.org/pss/1594439 (The Initials): one page of a book


http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/h/winslow_homer/index.html (The Cotton Pickers): scroll down the page


http://www.artfixdaily.com/artwire/release/3821-winslow-homers-boys-in-a-pasture-featured-on-new-stamp (Boys in a Pasture)



Homer's biography can be studied from this site (the original source provided in the study guide):

http://www.winslow-homer.com/biography.html



October 17, 2011: Fine Arts Update: The following addendum contains a detailed guide of the featured portions of the exhibit which the decathletes will be responsible for. The document contains a step-by-step, link-by-link guide to the selections/artists that are featured.



 11-12StudyGuideAddendum-SQFineArt.pdf


Monday, November 7, 2011: Social Studies
The following question has been posed:

I would like to respectfully give a suggestion for the Individual Social Studies study guide. The information provided is not specific. It would be better if a specific book or web site is provided for all the decathletes and alternates to study from. Information in the textbooks at school do not have enough information on the Renaissance subject. Searching on the Internet may have different information. I understand that information on the Renaissance should be similar in all articles. However, the information is not exactly the same on every source. This will affect how decathletes answer the questions on the test. Therefore, I am suggesting that providing a specific book or web site will allow all the decathletes to be on the same page. Lastly, I thank you and all who work hard to run the decathlon every year.

The test writer responded as follows: 
The vast majority of questions have come from textbooks. Additional websites include: 
1. http://www.historyteacher.net/APEuroCourse/EHAP_Topics/EHAP-Topic-Renaissance.htm
2. http://history-world.org/renaissance.htm
3. http://italian-architecture.info/HIST.htm
4. http://www.italian-renaissance-art.com/
5. http://library.thinkquest.org/15413/history/history-ren.htm
6. http://makinghistoryrelevant.wordpress.com/2011/06/19/brief-history-of-maps-and-cartography/
7. http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/anat/hd_anat.htm
8. http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/itar/hd_itar.htm
9. http://robinurton.com/history/Renaissance/northrenaiss.htm
10. http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/projects/renaissance/scientists.html
11. http://www.phschool.com/social_studies/
12. http://www.wga.hu/database/glossary/families/index.html
13. http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/whos_who_level2/copernicus.html
14. http://robinurton.com/history/Renaissance/northrenaiss.htm


Aspects of the Reformation may be included as well since the Renaissance thinking did affect the religious leaders, too. Please review the following attachment:

 Italian and Northern Renaissance.pdf

Monday, November 14, 2011: Religion
The following questions have been posed: 


1. In the individual event of Religion, it is stated that "the topic will focus on Chapter 1: What We Believe as found in the Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church." In the Youth Catechism there are parts, sections, and chapters. Therefore Chapter 1 is only two pages. Will the test be on all of Part 1: What We Believe? 

2. For Religion super quiz the students must study the Gospel of John, what version of the Bible is the testing material found in?

The test writer responded as follows: 



Q #1: The questions for the individual test for Religion will be based on information found in all of Part 1 of YOUCAT, pages 12-99. 
Q #2: The questions for the Religion section of the Super Quiz will be based on the Gospel of John from the St. Joseph edition of the New American Bible. This is the edition found in the majority of Catholic elementary schools. 

Wednesday, December 14. 2011: Religion - Individual Test
The following question has been posed:
Will decathletes be expected to know the different quotations from various authors? Or will questions be based only on the main text of Part One: What We Believe?
Author's Reply:If the question about quotes is referring to the many quotes found in the margins of the pages of YouCat, I would offer this advice as a general response and not an indicator of a specific question that may appear on the test:
On page 34 there is a quote from St. Augustine about the Trinity. The Trinity is explained in sections 35-39. This is an example of what MAY be a reasonable connection between the quote and the subject matter for the student to make.
Why: St. Augustine is a father of the Church and wrote extensively about the Trinity.
I would encourage Decathletes to focus on the "big" and "obvious" connections between quotes and subject matter, and not get bogged down in trying to memorize hundreds of quotes.



Monday, January 9, 2012: Fine Arts - Super Quiz clarification

The information for the Fine Arts Superquiz test will come from these three sources only:

1) The Smithsonian website pages for the works contained in the exhibit of each mentioned artist (it is described in the SQ Fine Arts Addendum how to find these sites). Students should be sure to link to the detailed information of the works as they sometimes have more information.
For instance, on the site about the works of John Singer Sargent that are in the exhibit clicking on the Elizabeth Winthrop Chanler (Mrs. John Jay Chapman) link, gives detailed information about the portrait.

2) The Smithsonian website pages for the biographies of each artist mentioned (again described in the SQ Fine Arts Addendum)

3) An added source is this one which details seven Civil War photographs contained in the exhibit:
http://americanart.si.edu/education/pdf/civil_war_photo.pdf (pertinent information starts on page 3)

There will be no other sources of information for this SQ topic. There is no need to purchase the Smithsonian book "America's Art".

Tuesday, January 10, 2012: Current Events Clarification

The following question has been posed...
Exactly how many issues of Weekly Reader will be responsible for? We have 8 so far in that time frame. Thanks.

Per the Study Guide, students are responsible for the issues between October 1, 2011 and January 31, 2012. The test writer also indicated that since this is an election year, decathletes should also be paying particular attention to the presidential race and the issues that are currently being discussed. The Weekly Reader is a great source for them to review, but other events, such as the Occupy movement, debt ceiling debate, etc. are not necessarily addressed in the Weekly Readers. This information will most likely be part of the tie breaker questions since decathletes will be paying attention to regular news sources.
